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Summary

The article presents the characteristics of the
space and number structure of active enter-
prises conducting business activities accord-
ing to the Polish Classification of Activities
2007 in the territory of Poland, divided into
provinces. The research covered all 16 Polish
regions (NTS-2) as of 31 December 2014.
The conducted analysis shows that the num-
ber of enterprises in particular regions dif-
fer significantly, adequately to their size and
population density. In spite of sector differ-
ences, all provinces are dominated by enter-
prises from G and F sections. The unques-
tionable leader in the number of business
entities in Mazowieckie province, leaving
all other provinces far behind in all types
of enterprises.

Keywords: enterprise, province, sections
of the Polish Classification of Activities,
space, number and branch structure.

Pesome

B cratbe mpencTaBlIeHBl XapaKTepUCTUKM
NPOCTPAHCTBEHHAsA M  KOIMYeCTBEHHas
CTPYKTypa [HENCTBYIOIIMX IPEANpUATIIA
BefleHNA IIpeANPUHIMATEIbCKOM
TeATeIbHOCTU B COOTBETCTBUM C IIOTbCKOI
KmaccuuKanyuy BUAOB fesTenpbHoctu 2007
Ha Tepputopunu llonbum, pasgeneHHoN Ha
npoBuHLUMIA. VIccnemoBaHMe OXBaTbIBAJIO
Bce 16 mombckux pernonos (HTC-2) mo
cocrosiHuoo Ha 31 mekabpst 2014 ropa.
IIpoBenmenHplil aHanMM3 IOKa3blBaeT, YTO
YJIC/IO IPEATIPUATUI B Pa3HBIX PETMOHAX
3HAYUTENIbHO, aJeKBAaTHO UX PpasMepaM
M IUIOTHOCTb Hacenenusa. Hecmorpsa Ha
OTpac/ieBble a3/IN4Ms, BO BCEX MPOBMHLMAX
TOMMHUPYIOT IPeANpUATHA U3 pas3fenos G
u E. BeccriopHblit mupep B o6macTu 6m3Heca
B MasoBenkoil NpOBMHLNM, OCTaBUB BCe
OocCTa/IbHble IIPOBMHIINY IAJIEKO IT033/]1 BCeX
TUIIOB IIPEIPUATHIA.

KniogeBble crmoBa: mnpegupusrue,
NPOBMHLMSA, CEKIUM IIOJIbCKOM K/IacCh-
ukary BULOB HesITENPHOCTH, IPOCTPAH-
CTBO, YMCTIO U CTPYKTypa puinaa.
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Introduction

An enterprise in free market countries is in the center of economic science
interest. Each company plays an important role in development processes in all
levels: local, regional, national and finally global. Obviously, the size of a business
entity, defined by the number of employees, the level of income or the balance
sheet total, its scope of influence, cooperation ties, they all determine the sca-
le of the above processes. There are thus large enterprises, with international or
national corporation structure, as well as the sector of small and medium-sized
enterprises, which includes micro-enterprises. They represent different sectors,
their numbers in particular economy sectors of a particular municipality, region
or country also differ.

This article aims at presenting the number and space and sector structure
of enterprises in Polish provinces. The author presents the number of active busi-
ness enterprises divided into sections of Polish Classification of Activities 2007 in
all 16 regions (N'TS-2) of the country. The analysis uses the data for 2012 obtained
from Central Statistical Office. The paper contains a detailed graphical presenta-
tion of the number structure of all sections of the Polish Classification of Activi-
ties 2007 in particular regions, however, due to the limitations of the article, the
descriptions to the graphs focus only on dominant and marginal sectors (taking
into account only the numbers of enterprises in a given section).

Table 1 presents the number of enterprises in particular provinces of Poland
divided into sections of the Polish Classification of Activities — as surveyed in 2014.

As we can see from the data in the table, Section G (Wholesale and retail tra-
de; car repair) is the most popular form of activity in every province of Poland.
It is followed by Section F (Construction) in all regions and then by Section H
(Transport and warehouse management). Section L (Activity related to real estate
market services) is also an area of economic activity popular in all regions.
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The representatives of Section S and T (Other services and Households
employing staff, producing goods and providing services for their own needs) are
also numerous in all provinces. Then we have Section I (Activity connected with
accommodation and gastronomy services), which plays a vital role in all regions,
especially in those with high potential of tourism development - Mazowieckie,
Matopolskie, Dolnoslaskie, Pomorskie and Zachodnio-Pomorskie.

The lowest values in all provinces are shown by Section U (Ex-territorial orga-
nizations and teams), whose representatives, except for the Mazowieckie pro-
vince, are counted in single digits. Also Section B (Mining and excavating) is
represented in a smaller number, which is obviously connected with the existen-
ce of exploitation deposits, mostly found in Mazowieckie, Slqskie, Dolnoslaskie
and Wielkopolskie provinces. The next two sections — Section D (Generating and
supplying electric power, gas, water steam, hot water and air for air-conditioning
systems) and Section E (Water supply: management of waste and refuse and rec-
laiming activity) are relatively less represented in all regions.

Table 2 presents the number of enterprises operating in particular provinces
of Poland in 2014 divided into micro, small, medium and large enterprises. The
biggest number of economic entities by and large (699212 entities) operate in the
Mazowieckie province, which dominates other regions in all types of enterpri-
ses in this classification. It is followed by the Slaskie province, with 453496 enti-
ties. The next places in the ranking are occupied by the Wielkopolskie (387977
enterprises), Malopolskie (343375) and Dolnoslaskie (336928) provinces. The
smallest number of enterprises operates in the smallest provinces and those with
the smallest population: Podlaskie (94721 enterprises), Opolskie (98741), Lubu-
skie (107689 enterprises), Swietokrzyskie (108068) and Warminsko-Mazurskie
(119913 entities). In all regions the most numerous group of enterprises are the
smallest ones — micro-enterprises, followed by small and medium enterprises.
Large enterprises occupy the past position in all provinces.

The above characteristic aims at providing a general description of the econo-
my of particular regions in our country, without reference to the number of inha-
bitants or other figures allowing comparisons.
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Fig. 1. The number of enterprises in the Dolnoslaskie province divided into sections
of Polish Classification of Activities (2014)
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Source: own elaboration based on the data from the Central Statistical Office

As we can observe in Figure 1, the dominant position in the Dolnoslaskie pro-
vince is occupied by section G (Wholesale and retail trade; car repairs), followed
by construction (section F), and section L (Activity related to real estate market
services) and section M (Professional, scientific and technical activity). Section U
(Ex-territorial organizations and teams) and section D (Generating and supplying
electric power, gas, water steam, hot water and air for air-conditioning systems)
are of lesser importance for the region.
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Fig. 2. The number of enterprises in the Kujawsko-Pomorskie province divided into sec-
tions of Polish Classification of Activities (2014)
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Figure 2 presents the quantity structure of particular sections of the Polish
Classification of Activity in the Kujawsko-Pomorskie province. Traditionally, sec-
tion G (Wholesale and retail trade) leads the ranking. Construction (section F)
and Industrial Processing (section C) are significant, whereas section U does not
practically exist. Section B (mining and excavating) is only slightly represented.
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Fig. 3. The number of enterprises in the Lubelskie province divided into sections of the
Polish Classification of Activity (2014)
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As we can see from Figure 3, section G - retail and wholesale trade; car repa-
ir - dominates in the Lubelskie province. A vital role is played by construction
(section F), industrial processing (section C) and section M (Professional, scientific
and technical activity, as well as transport and warehouse management (section H).
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Fig. 4. The number of enterprises in the Lubuskie province according to the Polish Clas-
sification of Activities (2014)
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Source: own elaboration based on the data from the Central Statistical Office

In the Lubuskie region section G — wholesale and retail trade and car repair -
also dominates. Construction (section F), section L (activity related to real estate
market services), industrial processing (section C) and section M (Professional,
scientific and technical activity) also play an important role in the analyzed region.
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Fig. 5. The number of enterprises in the Lodzkie province according to the Polish Clas-
sification of Activities (2014)
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Figure 5 presents the graph depicting the quantity structure in the Lodzkie
region. Traditionally, it is dominated by wholesale and retail trade and car repair.
An important role is played by section C - industrial processing, construction —
section F and section M (Professional, scientific and technical activity), and also
section H (Transport and warehouse management) and section S and T (Other
services and Households employing staff, producing goods and providing servi-
ces for their own needs).
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Fig. 6. The number of enterprises in the Mazowieckie province according to the Polish
Classification of Activities (2014)
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Source: own elaboration based on the data from the Central Statistical Office

As we can see from the above graph, the most numerous section in the Mazo-
wieckie province is section G — wholesale and retail trade and car repair. It is follo-
wed by section M (Professional, scientific and technical activity) and construction
(section F), industrial processing (section C) and Sections S and T (Other servi-
ces and Households employing staff, producing goods and providing services for
their own needs). Section U (Ex-territorial organizations and teams) is the least
numerous one in the province, though it should be emphasized that the Mazo-
wieckie province houses the biggest number of entities from this sector, which is
attributed to the fact that Warsaw is the capital city of Poland and of the region.
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Fig. 7. The number of enterprises in the Malopolskie province according to the Polish
Classification of Activities (2014)
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The Malopolskie province also has the biggest numbers of enterprises in sec-
tion G (wholesale and retail trade and car repair) (Figure 7). High places in the
ranking are occupied by construction (section F) and industrial processing (sec-
tion C). Also section M (Professional, scientific and technical activity) and Sec-
tion S and T (Other services and Households employing staff, producing goods
and providing services for their own needs) are of vital importance for the region.
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Fig. 8. The number of enterprises in the Opolskie province according to the Polish Clas-
sification of Activities (2014)
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Figure 8 presents the quantity structure of enterprises in the Opolskie province.
As in other provinces, the leading section is retail and wholesale trade and car
repair (section G). It is followed by construction (section F). Of vital importance
are also section C - industrial processing; L — activities related to real estate mar-
ket services; M — professional, scientific and technical activity.
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Fig. 9. The number of enterprises in the Podkarpackie province according to the Polish
Classification of Activities (2014)
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Figure 9 presents the quantity structure of economic entities in the Podkar-
packie province. It comes as no surprise that, just like in other provinces, section
G - wholesale and retail trade and car repair - has the biggest number of enter-
prises. The second position is occupied by section F (construction). Also section
C - industrial processing — has a big number of enterprises, whereas section
M - professional, scientific and technical activity - has a slightly lower number
of economic entities. The same can be observed in Section S and T (Other servi-

ces and Households employing staff, producing goods and providing services for
their own needs).
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Fig. 10. The number of enterprises in the Podlaskie province according to the Polish Clas-
sification of Activities (2014)
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Figure 10 presents the graph illustrating the quantity structure of economic
entities in the Podlaskie province. Also in this province the proportions betwe-
en particular sections do not differ from other provinces. Trade - section G -
dominates, followed by construction - section E Lower, though significant values
are achieved by section C - industrial processing and section M - professional,
scientific and technical activity, as well as Section S and T - other services and

Households employing staff, producing goods and providing services for their
own needs.
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Fig. 11. The number of enterprises in the Pomorskie province according to the Polish
Classification of Activities (2014)
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The chart above presents the number of enterprises in particular sections of the
Polish Classification of Activities in the Pomorskie province. Once again, unsur-
prisingly, the most popular form of activity is retail and wholesale trade and car
repair — section G. We should emphasize the high share of section F - construc-
tion and industrial processing (section C) in this structure. Of vital importance,
though with slightly lower shares, are section M - professional, scientific and tech-

nical activity, L - activities related to real estate market services and H - transport
and warehouse management.
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Fig. 12. The number of enterprises in the Slaskie province according to the Polish Clas-
sification of Activities (2014)
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The above chart presents the quantity structure of enterprises in the Slaskie
province. Again, the highest number of enterprises operate in section G - retail
and wholesale trade and car repair. It is followed by construction (section F) and
industrial processing (section C), followed by section M - professional, scientific
and technical activity and transport and warehouse management (section H).
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Fig. 13. The number of enterprises in the Swietokrzyskie province according to the Polish
Classification of Activities (2014)
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Figure 13 presents the quantity structure of enterprises conducting economic
activity in the Swietokrzyskie province. Unsurprisingly, section G - retail and
wholesale trade and car repair — also dominates here. Construction (section F)
and industrial processing (section C) are popular forms of activity. The next place
in the ranking is occupied by section M - professional, scientific and technical
activity and transport and warehouse management (section H) and other services

and households employing staff, producing goods and providing services for their
own needs (section S and T).
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Fig. 14. The number of enterprises in the Warminsko-Mazurskie province according to
the Polish Classification of Activities (2014)
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Figure 14 presents the quantity structure of enterprises operating in the area
of the Warminsko-Mazurskie province. It is also dominated by retail and who-
lesale trade and car repair (section G). It is followed by the construction sector
(section F). Further in the ranking we find section L - activities related to real
estate market services, section C - industrial processing and section M - pro-
fessional, scientific and technical activity, then section S and T - other services
and households employing staff, producing goods and providing services for their
own needs, and section O - public administration and national defense, com-
pulsory social security. There are no representatives of section U (ex-territorial
organizations and teams) in the analyzed region.
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Fig. 15. The number of enterprises in the Wielkopolskie province according to the Polish
Classification of Activities (2014)
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Figure 15 shows the number of economic entities divided into sections of the
Polish Classification of Activities in the Wielkopolskie province. Unsurprisingly,
also in this region the biggest share in the quantity structure is taken by section
G - retail and wholesale trade and car repair. The runner-up, which is also typical
for other regions, is construction - section F. It is followed by section C - indu-
strial processing. An important role in the region is played by section M - pro-
fessional, scientific and technical activity, section H - transport and warehouse
management, and section S and T - other services and households employing
staff, producing goods and providing services for their own needs, and also sec-
tion O - public administration and national defense, compulsory social security.
One should emphasize a relatively higher (the highest in all regions both in abso-

lute and in relative terms) share of section A - agriculture, hunting, forestry and
fishery.
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Fig. 16. The number of enterprises in the Zachodniopomorskie province according to the
Polish Classification of Activities (2014)
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Figure 16 presents the chart illustrating the quantity structure of economic
entities operating in the area of the Zachodniopomorskie province. Here, as in
other regions, section G — wholesale and retail trade and car repair - is the leader.
It is followed, as in other regions, by construction (section F). Then we can see
section C - industrial processing, section M - professional, scientific and tech-
nical activity, section L - activities related to real estate market services, section
H - transport and warehouse management and section I - activities connected
with accommodation and gastronomy services, section O - public administration
and national defense, compulsory social security, and then section S and T - other

services and households employing staft, producing goods and providing services
for their own needs.

Conclusions

1. Inall provinces the biggest number of enterprises belong to Section G (Who-
lesale and retail trade, car repairs), which is the most popular form of business
activity in Poland. The second position in all regions is occupied by Section
F (Construction), followed by Section H (Transport and warehouse manage-
ment). Section L (real-estate market services) is also popular in all regions.
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Representatives of the S and T sections (Other services and Households
employing staff, producing goods and providing services for their own needs)
are numerous in all provinces. They are followed by Section I (Accommoda-
tion and catering services), which is important in all regions, especially those
with high tourism development potential - Mazowieckie, Malopolskie, Dol-
noslaskie, Pomorskie and Zachodniopomorskie.

2. The lowest number of enterprises in all provinces belong to Section U (exter-
ritorial organizations and teams), with a single digit representation, with the
exception of Mazowieckie province. Also Section B (Mining and excavating)
is represented by a smaller number of entities, which operate mostly in Mazo-
wieckie, Slqskie, Dolnoslaskie and Wielkopolskie provinces. The next two sec-
tions — D (Production and supply of electricity, gas, water steam, hot water
and air for air-conditioning systems) and E (Water supply: waste and refuse
management and activity connected with reclaiming) are represented in all
regions by a relatively smaller number of enterprises.

3. Thebiggest number of business units is by far in Mazowieckie province (742172
units) and it dominates over other regions in this classification. The second
position in this ranking is occupied by Slgskie province, where 461933 entities
operate. It is followed by Wielkopolskie (404419), Matopolskie (356785) and
Dolnoslaskie (351091). On the other hand, the lowest number of enterprises
can be found in the smallest and most sparsely populated provinces: Pod-
laskie (98339 units), Opolskie (100077), Lubuskie (110084 companies) and
Warminsko-Mazurskie (123361 units). In all provinces micro enterprises top
the ranking, followed by small and medium enterprises. Large enterprises are
the smallest category in all provinces.

4. In Dolnoslaskie province Section G dominates (Wholesale and retail trade,
car repairs), followed by Construction (Section F) as well as Section L (Real
estate services) and Section M (Professional, scientific and technical activity).
Section U (Exterritorial organizations and teams) and Section D (Production
and supply of electricity, gas, water steam, hot water and air for air-conditio-
ning systems) are of secondary importance.

5. In Kujawsko-Pomorskie, retail and wholesale trade — Section G - domina-
tes traditionally. Important roles are played by construction (Section F) and
Section C (Industrial processing). Section U (Exterritorial organizations and
teams) practically does not exist, whereas mining and excavating (Section B)
is poorly represented.

6. Lubelskie province is dominated by section G - retail and wholesale; car repa-
irs. Construction (section F) plays an important part, as well as industrial
processing (section C) and Section M (Professional, scientific and technical
activity) and transport and warehouse management (section H).
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In Lubuskie province section G (wholesale and retail trade; car repairs) is also
the most numerous one. Construction (section F), section L (Real estate servi-
ces), industrial processing (section C) and section M (Professional, scientific
and technical activity) play a vital role in the described region.

In Lodzkie province wholesale and retail trade and car repairs traditionally
occupies the first position. Other important sections include: C - industrial
processing, F — construction, and M - professional, scientific and technical
activity, followed by sections S and T (Other services and Households employ-
ing staff and producing goods and providing services for their own needs).
In Mazowieckie province the most numerous section is G — wholesale and
retail trade and car repairs. It is followed by section M (Professional, scienti-
fic and technical activity) and construction (section F), industrial processing
(section C) and Sections S and T (Other services and Households employing
staff and producing goods and providing services for their own needs). The
smallest number of entities belong to section U (exterritorial organizations
and teams), though it should be emphasized that Mazowieckie province has
the biggest number of entities from this sector, due to the fact that Warsaw is
the capital city of Poland and the region.

10. Malopolskie province also has the highest number of enterprises operating

11

in section G (wholesale and retail trade and car repairs). High in the ranking
are also construction (section F) and industrial processing (section C). An
important role is played by section M (Professional, scientific and technical
activity) and Sections S and T (Other services and Households employing
staff and producing goods and providing services for their own needs).

.Retail and wholesale trade and car repairs (section G) also dominate in Opol-

skie province. The second position is occupied by construction (section F).
Important roles are played by section C - industrial processing; L — real estate
services; M — professional, scientific and technical activity.

12.Like in other provinces, in Podkarpackie province section G - retail and who-

lesale trade and car repairs has the biggest quantity of enterprises. It is fol-
lowed by section F (construction). Section C - industrial processing - also
shows high numbers of enterprises, followed by a slightly less numerous sec-
tion - M - professional, scientific and technical activity and sections S and T
(Other services and Households employing staff and producing goods and
providing services for their own needs).

13.In Podlaskie province proportions between particular sections are similar

to those in other regions. Trade - section G - dominates, followed by con-
struction - section E Lower, though significant values are achieved by section
C - industrial processing and section M - professional, scientific and technical
activity, as well as sections S and T (Other services and Households employing
staff and producing goods and providing services for their own needs).
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14. The most common form of activity in Pomorskie province is retail and who-
lesale trade and car repairs — section G. It is worth noticing that sections F
- construction and C - industrial processing occupy high positions in this
ranking. Other important sections include: M - Professional, scientific and
technical activity; L — Real estate services and H - Transport and warehouse
management.

15.1n Slaskie province section G - retail and wholesale trade and car repairs once
again has the highest share. The second position is occupied by construction
(section F) and industrial processing (section C), then section M - professio-
nal, scientific and technical activity and section H - transport and warehouse
management.

16.Podkarpackie province is also dominated by section G - retail and wholesale
trade and car repairs. Other popular forms of activity include: construction
(section F) and industrial processing (section C). They are followed by section
M - professional, scientific and technical activity and section H - transport
and warehouse management and sections S and T (Other services and House-
holds employing staff and producing goods and providing services for their
own needs).

17.In Warminsko-Mazurskie retail and wholesale trade and car repairs also domi-
nate (section G). The second position is occupied by construction (section F),
followed by section L - real estate services, section C - industrial processing
and M - professional, scientific and technical activity, and finally - sections S
and T (Other services and Households employing staff and producing goods
and providing services for their own needs) and section O - Public admini-
stration and national defense, obligatory social security. There is no represen-
tative of section U (exterritorial organizations and teams) in this region.

18.Section G - retail and wholesale trade and car repairs also dominated in Wiel-
kopolskie province. It is followed by construction - section F - a typical situ-
ation also in other regions. Further places in the region are occupied by section
C - industrial processing, section M - professional, scientific and technical
activity, section H - transport and warehouse management and sections S and
T - Other services and Households employing staft and producing goods and
providing services for their own needs, and section O - Public administration
and national defense, obligatory social security. We should emphasize a rela-
tively higher (the highest of all provinces in absolute and relative terms) share
of section A - agriculture, hunting, forestry and fishery.

19.1n the area of Zachodniopomorskie province section G — wholesale and retail
trade and car repairs also achieves the highest value. It is followed, just like in
other regions, by construction (section F), section C - industrial processing
and then by section M - professional, scientific and technical activity, section
L - activities related to real estate services, section H - transport and wareho-
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use management and section I - accommodation and catering activities, sec-
tion O - public administration and national defense; obligatory social securi-
ty, and then sections S and T - Other services and Households employing staff
and producing goods and providing services for their own needs.
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